
 



Carroll L. Eifer - (1920-1943) 
The 50th anniversary of the end of World War II was recently celebrated. This paper is continuing to reprint 
articles about local people who served during the war. 

The Walworth Times reported on Sept. 2, 1943: 
"The war was brought home to Walworth last Friday when within two hours tragic messages were 

received, the first that Lt. Howard O. Koeppen, pilot on a Flying Fortress, (was) missing in action over Europe 
since Aug. 17, and the second that Coxswain Carroll Eifer, 22, had died on Aug. 26 from gunshot wounds he 
received in action. 

"The two youths had been great friends during their boyhood, the back yards of the two homes 
joining. 

"The wire from the adjutant general of the war department to Mr. and Mrs, Koeppen arrived at 5:45 
Friday afternoon and the Eifer report was received shortly before 8 p.m. that evening. 

"Eifer was a Navy coxswain. He enlisted in the Navy on June 5, 1942 and was wounded in action on 
his eighth trip across the Atlantic. He was a gunner on a merchant ship. He died while on board the USS John 
A. Quitman. 

"Phm. 3/c Vilas Sorenson was designated by the Navy to serve as escort to the remains enroute from 
Brooklyn to Walworth. Members of Joseph Bailey Ingalls Post, American Legion, were escorts from the train to 
the Walworth Funeral Home Tuesday when the body arrived on the 8:04 train. 

"The rosary was said in the Eifer home at 8 p.m. on Wednesday. Services were held in St. Benedict 
Church, Fontana, where high mass was celebrated at 10 on Thursday morning. 

"Pallbearers were members of the Legion, William Ohl, Burr Edmunds, 
Elmer Bancroft, William Long, William Sipes and Frank Woodrich, and all places of business in Walworth 
were closed Thursday from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m."  

The Walworth Times on Sept. 16, 1943 reported: "Carroll 'Bud' Eifer enlisted in the Navy at Milwaukee 
on June 5, 1942 and was sent to Great Lakes for his boot training. From there he was sent to gunnery school at 
Navy Pier, Chicago, then transferred to New Orleans, La. From there he made five trips across the ocean 
going to Puerto Rico, Cuba, 
Scotland and two trips to Africa. When in Puerto Rico he became ill with malaria fever and when he returned 
to the States was given sick leave." 

"Eifer served as a sight setter on five-inch bow guns. He was a part of the military guard that the Navy 
provided all cargo ships. The five-inch guns were used to fight off surfaced enemy submarine and as an anti-
aircraft weapon. 

"Eifer served on three cargo ships; the Jefferson Davis was the first; 
the second not known, and the third was the USS John A. Quitman. 

"In 1942 Eifer and the Jefferson Davis went to Casablanca, Morocco, North Africa. Eifer's gun crew 
shot down three enemy planes. President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Winston Churchill were in 
Casablanca at that time. 

"Eifer crossed the Atlantic seven times. Several trips were to England. On his eighth trip, bound for 
Murmansk, Russia, his bow gun emplacement received a direct hit by a shell from a German U-boat that had 
surfaced. Eight men were killed with him. The Quitman was just two days out of New York City." 

 

 


