
 

William Edens (1894-1981) 
 
The 50th anniversary of the end of World War II was recently celebrated. This paper is continuing to 
reprint articles about local people who served during the war. 
William Edens was inducted into the US Army on July 25, 1918. He was 24 years old and joined the 
32nd division at Camp Grant, Rockford, Ill. After a short training period as an infantry rifleman, he 
went overseas. Little is known about his combat 
record or where he actually served. It is known that he served in France and Germany. 
While in France he was ill with the flu, and after he recovered, Edens was taken out of his combat 
unit and put in the Depot Service Co., 54th ASC, a military police unit. He was mounted on 
horseback or motorcycle for most of this service. Pfc. Edens was discharged at the convenience of 
the government on July 5, 1919, at Camp Grant. He earned the WWI Victory medal with France and 
Germany attachments. 
After the war, he married, came to Walworth, and worked at the Big Foot Feed Mill until he retired. 
Edens died Jan. 27, 1981 and was buried in Walworth Cemetery. 


