
 



Eldon D. (Al) Dunn 
 

In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles 
about local people who served during the war. 

Eldon D. (Al) Dunn was drafted Sept. 7, 1942 and had basic training at Camp White, 
Medford, Ore., and Camp Adair, Corvallis, Ore. He joined the 91st Infantry Division and 
went directly to Oran, Algeria in Africa. After completing amphibious training, the 91st went 
directly into action at Anzio, Italy, and worked its way north to the Swiss border by the end 
of the war. 

Dunn was in six major battles; Po River, Hitler Line, Rapido River, Gothic Line, Piso 
Leghorn and Liverageano River. He was wounded twice. At Rapido River, he received a 
superficial wound and after three weeks in a field hospital he returned to his outfit. At 
Liverageano a wound put him out of action more than three months. 

Dunn was sent to the 10th General Hospital in Rome, the hospital at Camp Patrick 
Henry in Virgina,Harmon General Hospital, Longview, Texas, and Percy Jones, Battle Creek, 
Mich. Then, he was ordered to Camp McCoy for one night before his transfer to Love Field, 
Texas, where he was discharged in September 1945 as a sergeant 1st class. He earned two 
Purple Hearts and the Bronze Star with a V. 

Dunn re-enlisted as a staff sergeant in May 1947 at Fort Sheridan, Ill. After 16 weeks 
of quartermaster school at Fort Lee, Va., he went to Fort Ord, Calif., where he worked six 
months in G-4 administration. 

Following that phase of his career, Dunn spent four years as an instructor in ROTC at 
Loyola University at Los Angeles, Calif. During that period he was promoted back to 
sergeant 1st class. 

In September 1952 Dunn flew from Camp Stoneman, San Francisco, to Korea via 
Camp Drake, Tokyo, Japan. He became a member of the Korean Military Advisory Group 
and was stationed 14 months at Kwaenju, South Korea, as an instructor in the Korean 
Officers' School. Dunn was promoted to master sergeant and returned stateside from the 
KMAG headquarters in February 1955 to Fort Lewis, Wash. In April he was ordered to Fort 
Dix, N.J., as a regimental sergeant major, where he remained until he was given a medical 
discharge in October 1955. He served 12 years altogether. 

Dunn earned the Expert Pistol and Rifle Medals, Combat Infantryman's Badge, 
Expert Infantry Badge, Bronze Star with a V and Oak Leaf Cluster, Distinguished Unit 
Emblem, Good Conduct, two Presidential Unit Citations, American Campaign, European, 
African, Middle Eastern Medal with six stars, World War II Victory Medal, Korean Service 
Medal, United Nations Service Medal, National Defense and two Korean Commendation 
Medals (from the Korean Government). 



Dunn commanded the American Legion Post No. 102 during 1956-57. He served 17 
years on the color guard and firing squad, and he was the sergeant- at-arms for 15 years. 
 

 


