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In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles 
about local people who served during the war. 

Art Dennie had been married five years and had worked 10 years as a tool and die 
maker and machine operator, when, at age 30 he was drafted into the U.S. Army. On July 7, 
1945, he began active duty in Milwaukee. 

The Army sent Dennie to Fort Sheridan, Ill., for five days and then to Fort Lewis, 
Wash., where he had six weeks of basic training before joining the combat engineers. VE 
Day was May 8, 1945, so the war in Europe was finished. His basic training was about half 
finished on VJ Day, Aug. 14, 1945. 

After basics, Dennie was sent to Aberdeen Proving Ground, near Baltimore, Md., for 
three months of ordnance school where he studied machine shop work for engineers. He 
should have been teaching the courses, not taking them. He was not alone, as about half of 
the men in his outfit had work experience in civilian life equal to his. 

After returning one week to Fort Lewis, Dennie was sent to Camp Beal, Sacramento, 
Calif., for two weeks to await transportation. He was finally shipped out of Seattle Feb. 26, 
1946, and after stopovers at Valdez and Anchorage, Alaska, he arrived at his permanent 
assignment-the Island of Umnak in the Aleutians. Umnak is the next island to Unalaska 
(where Dutch Harbor is), about a five-hour flight from Anchorage by C-47. 

Dennie served as a utility repairman in the 1585th Engineers' service Detachment. 
The temperatures ranged from 55 degrees in the summer to 0 degrees in the winter - not 
bad. But the winds were horrible - 100 mph for weeks at a time. All buildings were 90 
percent underground. They never had to shovel snow, it blew away. One of the most 
important jobs on the island was keeping the heating plants functioning. And that made up 
most of Dennie's work. 

Dennie served five days on Unalaska Island dismantling shops, generators and 
motor vehicles in preparation for shipment to another location. They expected one ship to 
pick up the equipment. When six entered the harbor, the soldiers decided to find out why. 
They learned Hawaii had had an earthquake, and a tidal wave was about to hit, so the ships 
took shelter. Luckily, it was a small one, and though they were barely above sea level, no 
damage was done. 

He left Umnak Oct. 31, 1946, and arrived at Seattle via Anchorage on Nov. 5. Dennie 
was separated Dec. 3, 1946, from the Army at Fort Lewis, Wash. He was a sergeant and 
earned Asiatic-Pacific Theatre and WW II Victory medals. He also qualified with the M-1 
rifle. 


