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In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War
II, this paper is reprinting articles about local
people who served during the war.

Walter Davis and Ray Vierck (highlighted
previously in this series) joined the Army to-
gether, went through basic training together,
joined the 745th Tank Battalion and went over-
seas together. Davis was in B Company; Vierck
was in C Company.

Davis landed at 6 a.m. on Omaha Beach on D-
Day, and with the cooperation of the 16th Infan-
try Regiment, he and the company fought their
way inland. Being a gunner in a tank, Davis
fired a 75 mm and 35 mm cannon and .30 caliber
machine gun. Histank was crippled three times
when its track was shot off. The first disable-
ment occurred on D-Day at Omaha Beach; the
second took place outside Paris where the com-
pany fought two weeks; and the third was
somewhere in Germany.

Davis and company were involved in combat
at Falaise Pocket, Northern France, Mons,
Siegried Line, Aachen, Hurtgen Forest, Arden-
| nes, Roer to Rhine, Remagen Bridgehead and

Walter E. Davis Harz Pocket. The latter battles were in coopera-
tion with the 18th Infantry Regiment, 1st Army.

Davis fought in France, Belgium, Holland and Germany. The Battle of the
Bulge was the roughest, as he fought there five weeks.

Davis was wounded three times. The first two were superficial, but the
third time Oct. 8, 1944, at Cologne, Germany, put him out of action. After a
week in a field hospital in Germany, two weeks in Paris and two weeks in
England, he was flown to a Stanton Island, N.Y. hospital. He was there two
weeks until he was transferred to Auburn, Calif., for four months of hospitali-
zation.

Davis was discharged April 21, 1945, at Auburn as a sergeant T-4. He
earned the Expert Pistol and expert Rifle Medals, Good Conduct Medal,
Purple Heart, European, African, Middle Eastern Theatre, American The-
atre, World War II Victory Medal, three overseas gold bars and a citation from
the state of Illinois for meritorious service.
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