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TH OSE CompILED By ' :
WHO SERVED  tucms poc s

The 50thanniversaryofthe end of
World War Il was celebrated last year.
| This paper is continuing to reprint
articles about local people who served
during the war.

William Cremeens volunteered to
jointhe U.S. Navy March8, 1943 athis
home in Bloomington, Ill. He was 18
and a new high school graduate. The
recruits were sent to Peoriaand Spring-
il field for their physicals before report-

| ing to Great Lakes for 14 weeks for
boot training.

{ Cremeens was graduated 10th
in his company of 120 men so was sent
to gunnery school Amphibious Train-
ing Base,camp Solomons, Md., where
| he trained with 20mm and 40mm anti-
William Cremeens aircraft and 350mm anti-submarine

weapons. S

AtEvansville, Ind. the men boarded the USS LST 494 on wh}cl! they
stayed for four months while taking the newly constructed and commissioned
ship down the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers to New Orleans, where she was
outfitted with 20 and 40mm guns. After the shake-down cruise on the Gulf of
Mexico, the 494 was turned over (0 a new Crew.

Cremeens and the other men in his party went to ATB Camp Bradford
near Norfolk, Va. where they boarded a convoy of 50-60 ships bound for
Bizerte, Algeria, Africa. The day they reached Algiers, a group of 27 German
dive bombers hit the city. The convoy had not entered the harbor so they were
able to fire at the enemy planes. :

Later in the war, the LST was loaded with torpedoes and was in port
at Naples when the Luftwaffe attacked. All hands hit the life rafts to get away
from the ship because they were not allowed to shoot at the enemy.

The LST spentone month at Bizerte, which was involved inablack plague

epidemic. Rats overran the city and the disease Hared up: AITAMErCans urute-
area received the goose-egg sized immunization shot.

All of Cremeens' 18 months of overseas duty was spent in the Mediterra-
nean Sea. They carried every supply item our forces used: food ammunition,
tanks (36 ata time), 6x6 trucks (20 at a time), gasoline. They carried nurses and
soldiersto Sicily, Corsica, Italy and France. After Anzio fell, they carried aload
of Air Force pilots to Leghorn and 450 German prisoners to Naples.

LST 77 was in the second wave to hit the beach at Anzio Jan. 22, 1944 and
the next four months were spent bringing supplies and personnel from North
Africa to that battle area. The invasion was rough because the Luftwaffe was
strong. The allies took a pounding for many months. Luckily, the 77 was hit
only with shrapnel.

Atfirst Cremeens was a pointer on a20mm gun, but later was responsible
for removing shells that had misfired. This was no small task and no one was
allowed in the turret when he performed this duty. The LST had 14 20mm and
seven 40 mm guns and most of the time they had to be taken apart to remove
amisfired shell.

After Italy was secured, two-thirds of the men on the 77 were sent home.
Cremeens remained aboard to help train the new complement of men.

The invasion of South France Aug. 15, 1944 was an easy one except for
the buzz bombs. The German air force was greatly reduced by this time, and
much of what was left was used against the Allied invasion of northern France
which began June 6.

The buzz bombs were a minor threat by comparison. LST 77 handled
almost 100 percent French material and personnel, including French Wacsand
red fezzed Somalian soldiers. 771anded in the first wave at Raphaeland for the
next 4 1/2 months made the trip from Oran, Algeria to Raphael, Toulon or
Marseilles, France.

InJanuary, 1945, the balance of the original crew of the LST 77 was sent
home. By this time Cremeens had a bad case of battle fatigue which limited his
gunnery instruction at Norfolk Naval Training Center to classroom teaching
only, no range work. He taught naval officers and Merchant Marine seaman,

Gunners mate third class Cremeens was discharged at the US Naval
Personnel Separation Center, Shelton, Va., March 9, 1946. He received the
American Area Campaign Medal, the Good Conduct Medal, the European,
African, Middle East Campaign Medals with three gold battle stars, and the
WW II Victory Medal.

Cremeens was given a medical disability immediately at the time of
his discharge and suffered complications form the battle fatigue for which he
received compensation until his death in 1983.
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the Luftwaffe attacked. All hands hit the life rafts to get away from the ship because they
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At first Cremeens was a pointer on a 20mm gun, but later was responsible for
removing shells that had misfired. This was no small task and no one was allowed in the
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of the time they had to be taken apart to remove a misfired shell.



After Italy was secured, two-thirds of the men on the 77 were sent home. Cremeens
remained aboard to help train the new complement of men.

The invasion of South France Aug. 15, 1944 was an easy one except for the buzz
bombs. The German air force was greatly reduced by this time, and much of what was left
was used against the Allied invasion of northern France which began June 6.

The buzz bombs were a minor threat by comparison. LST 77 handled almost 100
percent French material and personnel, including French Wacs and red fezzed Somalian
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