
 



Cliff Christenson  
 

In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles 
about local people who served during the war. 

Clifford M. Christenson enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps Oct. 3, 1941 and left 
Milwaukee for Jefferson Barracks, Mo. (just outside of St. Louis) for his basic training. 

After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, he was transferred to San Francisco, 
Calif., where he was assigned to the 49th Fighter Squadron and was shipped out on the SS 
Mariposa (luxury liner converted into a troop ship)in a convoy for Australia. 

After docking there, the planes followed, using roads for runways and shoulders for 
parking the planes. They were red clay dirt and awfully dusty but quite smooth. There was 
no civilian traffic for they had evacuated the area. 

Late in 1943, the 49th shipped out of Australia up to the jungles of New Guinea. The 
weather was terribly hot, and it rained almost every night. 

After about 3 months, some of the P-40s were replaced with P-38s, since the P-38s 
were faster and had more fire power, giving them an advantage over the Japanese planes. 

Along with these P-38s came a pilot from Poplar, Wis., Richard Bong. After a couple 
tours of duty he became the ace of aces, shooting down 40 Japanese planes. Later they 
added some P-39s and P-47s. 

Cliff drove trucks hauling 100-octane aviation fuel, bombs and ammo while he was 
in New Guinea up until the time he contracted "jungle rot" from the natives who helped 
unload barrels of gasoline and bombs. They stood on running boards and hung onto the 
window sills when going between dumps, but they were so full of the jungle rot that they 
were immune to it. 

Cliff was put in an evacuation hospital, but hospital staff couldn't do anything with it 
there, so he was flown to Australia on a British Flying Boat. 

The hospital staff in Australia couldn't cure the jungle rot either, so Cliff was shipped 
back to the U.S. to San Francisco, Calif. on a navy hospital ship. from there, he went by rail 
to Topeka, Kan. and the Winter General Hospital. 

Cliff was discharged from the Army Air Corps March 30, 1944, and after being home 
several months in rural Walworth, Wis., his skin cleared up on its own. 


