
 

 
Irwin J. Bruhn 
 
The 50th anniversary of the end of World War II was recently celebrated. This paper is 
continuing to reprint articles about local people who served during the war. 

Irwin Bruhn registered for the draft on Oct. 11, 1945 and was deferred because he 
was a senior in high school. 



He did not want to go into the Army, so he enlisted in the Marine Corps for two years, 
being inducted into active duty Sept. 6, 1946. 

Bruhn was ordered to Camp Lejeune, where he joined the 2nd Infantry Co. of the 
2nd Marine Division. 

He served three months in a mortar platoon studying the fine points of small arms 
and becoming a qualified marksman with the Browning automatic rifle (BAR) the .45 caliber 
pistol, and the .30 caliber M-1 rifle. 

He also qualified with grenades and the four inch mortar. In 1947, there was a 
Communist uprising in the eastern Mediterranean area, and in May the Pentagon sent one 
aircraft carrier, two cruisers, two destroyers, several AKA transports, and 1,000 Marines to 
the area. Bruhn was on a supply ship that carried food, clothing, medical supplies and 
ammunition. 

The "saber rattling" exercise lasted six months and the Marines, in dress blue 
uniforms, went ashore fully-equipped and drilled with live ammunition at Algiers, Bizerte, 
Malta, Gibraltar and Tunis. They never stayed ashore overnight. 

The ships also visited cities in the eastern Mediterranean Sea and Italy, but the 
Marines did not go ashore. They returned to the Naval base at Norfolk, Va., and to Camp 
Lejeune, where Bruhn was promoted to sergeant. 

Bruhn was selected as the Sergeant of the Marine Guard at the Naval Observatory 
on the northwest side of Washington, D. C. The observatory is a top secret Naval 
communication center. He was in charge of 50 men and served there 10 months. 

At the center he was offered entrance to the officers candidate school, but turned it 
down, as it probably would have meant an additional eight years in the Marines. He already 
had made up his mind to study medicine. 

Bruhn was discharged Aug. 27, 1948. 



 


