
 



The 50th anniversary of the end of World War II was recently celebrated. This paper is continuing to reprint 
articles about local people who served during the war. 
John B. Broberg (1900-1944) 

John Broberg served in the US Navy during WWI and WW II. His first enlistment began as an 
apprentice seaman Jan. 7, 1918 at the U.S. Navy Recruiting Station, Louisville, Ky., when he was 16 years old.  

In 23 years he went from apprentice seaman to seaman, to coxswain to to boatswain mate first class 
to chief boatswain mate. 

After his boot training Jan. 7 to May 13, 1918, at the US Naval Training Station, Newport, R.I., he was 
assigned to the USS Mongolia, on which he served from May 21, 1918 to Aug. 13, 1919. The USS Mongolia was 
a troop transport and it made many trips to France and returned with filled caskets for burial in the United 
States. The enlisted men of the ship's crew sometimes had to sleep on the caskets, not a pleasant experience 
for a 16 year old boy. The Mongolia was under enemy fire many times when it was near France. 

From Sept. 30, 1919 until Nov. 3, 1921,John served on two ships, the USS Huron and the battleship 
USS South Dakota. At the end of this four year hitch, John was a boatswain mate second class. 

Broberg reenlisted for five years (1922-1927) and served at four installations: Navy Receiving Station, 
Cavite, Philippine Islands (a U.S. Protectorate at that time), receiving station at San Francisco, receiving 
station at Navy Yard, Philadelphia and the destroyer USS Toucey (282). 

His third enlistment was for six years, Dec. 20, 1927 to Jan. 4, 1934. He came home in December, 
1927 to marry Naomi Miller. Naomi wanted John to get out of the service, but John loved the Navy so much 
that he reenlisted before he came home. Naomi followed him over much of the United States and the territory 
of Hawaii where she spent five years. 

His enlistment took him to the receiving station, Washington, D.C., the U.S. Naval training station, 
Great Lakes, the receiving station, San Francisco, The USS Burns, the mine-sweeper USS Ramsay, on which 
he was injured, the U.S. Naval Hospital Pearl Harbor, T.H., submarine base Pearl Harbor, the USS Ramsay, 
receiving station at San Francisco, and the battleship USS Arkansas. He completed this enlistment as a 
boatswain mate first class. 

John signed up for four years (Jan. 4, 1934 to Jan. 31, 1938) at Great Lakes and shipped out 
immediately on the USS Arkansas, where he stayed the entire enlistment. John retired into the naval reserves 
as a chief boatswain mate. He completed 20 years in the Navy, 16 of them at sea, and had visited every major 
seaport in the world except those in Australia. 

World War II began Dec. 7, 1941. Broberg was called back to active duty in Jan. of 1942. He served at 
Great Lakes and at Navy Pier, Chicago, training new recruits. He suffered a heart attack while on duty at Navy 
Pier on March 14, 1944 and died 13 days later, March 27 at Wesley Memorial Hospital, Chicago. He now rests 
in the Walworth Cemetery. 

Broberg received the WWI Victory medal, the Yangtze Service Award medal, the Second Nicaraguan 
Campaign medal, two Good Conduct medals, the Expert Rifleman medal, the American Defense and the 
American Campaign medals and the WW II Victory medal. 

The service John Broberg was most proud of was his duty in Russia. There was nothing in the 
available records that indicate where or when he served there. It is believed he was involved with the 
American Forces at Archangel and Murmansk in 1918 and 1919 after the Armistice was signed ending World 
War I. 


