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The 50th anniversary of the end of World War II was recently celebrated. This paper 
is continuing to reprint articles about local people who served during the war. 



Edward N. Beringer was drafted Jan. 6, 1943 and reported to Camp Grant, Chicago, 
before undergoing basic training at Fort Riley, Kan. 

He spent the next 15 months at an engineering school at the University of Indiana at 
Bloomington, Ind. 

The school was terminated, and Beringer was ordered in March, 1944 to the 20th 
Armored Division at Fort Campbell, Ky., where he trained as an ammunition driver for the 
service battery of the 413th Field Artillery Unit. He drove a 6x6 truck, hauling 105 mm 
howitzer ammunition. 

On Feb. 6, 1945, the 20th Armored left Boston and arrived 12 days later at LeHavre, 
France. The 413th went straight to Cologne, Germany, where it had its first action. The 
German air force had been knocked out already, so the ammunition carriers were safe. 

Beringer was never strafed by enemy fighters. He saw only one enemy plane around 
Wurzburg, Germany. "Bed Check Charlie," an observation plane, was sent up each evening 
by the Luftwaffe to scout Allied positions. 

From Cologne the unit angled southeast, fighting through Dachau and Munich, 
including Bertersgarten. It crossed the Rhine River April 10, 1945 and the Danube River 18 
days later. In two more days it arrived in Munch and Salzburg May 4. 

The war ended May 7. The 413th crossed into Austria after that date. Beringer left 
LeHavre, France July 13, 1945 for New York. 

He was home on leave when the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. After the 
short vacation, he was ordered back to Camp Grant where he served until he was 
discharged Feb. 13, 1945, as a T-5 technical corporal. 

Beringer qualified with the rifle and pistol and earned the European, North Africa, 
Middle Eastern Medal with one gold star (for the battle of Central Europe), the Good 
Conduct, American Theater and World War II Victory medals. Also, he received one gold 
bar for overseas service. 


