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In honor of the 50th anniversary of World War II, this paper is reprinting articles 
about local people who served during the war. 

Elwyn Baker was drafted into the U.S. Army Aug. 4, 1942, and began active duty at 
Milwaukee Aug. 18. He had six weeks of noncombat basic training at Fort Sheridan, Ill. 

The next 2 1/2 years was spent in the 1622nd Service Unit at Sheridan. He was a 
canvas cover repairman and spent most of the war at a heavy duty sewing machine. The 
last six months, he spent at Sheridan, Baker supervised 20 German prisoners-of-war who 
did all the sewing. They repaired and patched tents, tarps, and all other canvas goods. 

On March 4, 1944, Baker and 6,000 other soldiers boarded the old luxury liner, USS 



Washington at Boston, Mass. Nine days later, they landed at Liverpool, England They were 
in England about 12 hours, just long enough to travel by train to Southampton, where they 
embarked on a cattle boat for the trip across the English Channel to Le Havre, France. 

Baker stayed three months at Le Havre and worked as a canvas repairman and as a 
tower guard at Kalipapa POW camp. Kalipapa was a labor supervision camp. The prisoners 
worked in the various shops and manufacturing plants in Le Havre. During this time, since 
leaving Fort Sheridan, he had been in a replacement unit. 

He now received orders to join the 891st Ordnance Heavy Automotive Maintenance 
Company. After four days in a 40 x 8 box car on a narrow gauge railroad and pulled by a 
steam engine, he arrived at Bremerhaven, Germany, where he spent the next nine months 
of mobile duty as a canvas repairman. In Bremerhaven, he supervised two German civilian 
canvas tradesmen who did all the sewing. 

Baker left from Bremerhaven for New York and on to Camp McCoy, Wis., where he 
was separated May 29, 1946, from the Army as technician 4th grade. 

Baker earned the Good Conduct, American Theatre, European-African-Middle 
Eastern Theatre, Army of Occupation (Germany) and WW II Victory medals. 
 


