
 

  



Ruth Alley (nee Olson) 
 

The 5Oth anniversary of the end of World War II was recently celebrated. This paper 
is continuing to reprint articles about local people who served during the war. 

Ruth Olson Alley Sweet completed six weeks of secretarial school (typing, 
shorthand, etc.) and six months of comptometry after being graduated from high school in 
Auburn, Mass. She worked for two years in the business world, mostly as a pay clerk. 

May 3, 1944 she enlisted in the women's reserves of the U.S. Coast Guard (SPARS). 
Ruth had six weeks of boot training at Palm Beach, Fla. The SPARS occupied the entire 
Biltmore Hotel and their boot training was accomplished at this location. 

On completing this training, she was assigned to radio technician training. There 
were three schools, one each in Philadelphia, New York and Norfolk. After a four week wait, 
she was sent to Norfolk, Va. and later was transferred to the school in Philadelphia. 

The radio technician training school lasted five months and Jan. 6, 1945, she was 
graduated the top member of her class. For her grade point; achievement she was 
advanced to radio technician third class and received a letter of commendation from 
Commander E. Stratton, the commanding officer of the SPARS. 

Olson was next sent to Cleveland, where she served for two weeks doing clerical 
work. In the fourth week in January, 1945, she arrived at the USCG Station, Detroit, Mich., 
where she stayed for the duration of her enlistment. 

There was no government housing so she and the other SPAR radio technician, 
Lavadna Stone, lived with an elderly couple who treated them as they were their own 
children. Her first job was soldering wires on lighthouse timers. Stone, the other radio 
specialist, was from Whitewater. Ruth was in charge of the office of the radio repair base 
and did yeoman work most of the time. 

The name of her speciality was changed from radio technician mate to electronic 
technician mate. Ruth progressed from apprentice seaman, seaman 2nd class, radio 
technician mate 3rd class, electronic technicians mate 3rd class, to electronic technician 
mate 2nd class. 

She was discharged from the regular reserves May 25, 1946 at the US Coast Guard 
Personnel Separation Center in Detroit. She received the American Area Campaign medal 
and the WW II Victory medal. 

She met Ralph Alley, electronic technician mate first class at Detroit. They were 
married June 29, 1946 at Auburn, Mass. 
 
 


