
 



 

Chester W. Adams 
The 50th anniversary of the end of World War II was recently celebrated. This paper 

is continuing to reprint articles about local people who served during the war. 
Chester Adams was drafted on Nov. 7, 1942 into the U.S. Army from Rockford and 

entered active duty on Nov. 27 at Camp Grant. He had five months of basic training at 
Camp McCoy, Wis. where he qualified marksman with the M1 carbine. This training was 
followed by four months of motor mechanic school at Culver City, Calif. On completion of 
this course Adams was ordered to join the 603 Anti Aircraft Battalion (automatic) at Camp 
Hawthorn, Los Angeles, Calif. 



Shortly after his arrival there, the designation was changed to #543 AAA Battalion. 
His training here was with 40 mm and 90mm antiaircraft weapons and .50 caliber machine 
guns. He served with the coast artillery for one year protecting the manufacturing plants 
that were building our war planes. Adams was affiliated with the 543 AAA for 2 1/2 years, 
most of the time on a detached basis. 

Because he had worked as an auto mechanic before entering the service, he was 
put in the motor pool wherever he went. He could handle any task on the coast artillery 
weapons if needed, but the Army needed skilled mechanics more. Adams and First 
Sergeant Hoff, man of the motor pool, did not hit it off too well. Once Adams was busted 
from Staff Sgt. to Corporal for an infraction and as extra punishment he was ordered to run 
around the track 20 times every morning for three weeks before reporting for work on time. 
But Adams enjoyed the run and felt much better, so he continued running after the 
three weeks were up. This made the 1st sgt. more angry than ever. 

The vehicles Adams worked on were mostly 2 1/2 ton 6x6s, 3/4 ton weapon carriers, 
and 1/4 ton jeeps. He was also on call to drive VIPs and one day a major asked him if he 
would like to drive full time for him. The major asked if Adams would be transferred to his 
outfit, but the 1st sgt. refused. Instead he put Adams on detached duty. On course the sgt. 
was as happy to be rid of Adams as Adams was to be rid of him. 

Adams spent 1 1.2 years of detached service from the 543AAA. Some days he made 
three round trips between Barstow, in the high desert, and Los Angeles, 125 miles one way. 
It was rough having to drive any hour of the day or night, but it beat having to live on the hot 
desert full time. 

Finally Adams was called back to the 543 AAA Battalion as it was scheduled to go 
overseas. First they had to repeat their basic infantry training so they spent three weeks at 
Camp Livingston, La. for heavy weapons training and another three weeks at Camp 
Bartonburg, Charlotte, N.C. for mortar and light machine gun training. 

On June 20, 1945, Adams married Marie Vierck and on July 21 he boarded a 
transport bound for Okinawa. They arrived Aug. 2. Adams was in combat against the enemy 
forces for one month when it happened again – the Army needed good mechanics more 
than it needed good infantry men. He served in that capacity for the remaining five months 
that he was on the island. 

While he was in combat he saw Japanese soldiers and entire Japanese families that 
could not bear to be captured but did the "honorable" thing-they committed hari-kari by 
jumping off a cliff. The smart, professional soldiers did not do this; instead, they hid in 
caves and came out much later to fight again. Many Americans were killed or wounded in 
this way long after the war was over. One cave produced 200 Japanese soldiers several 
months after VJ Day. 



Adams knew Bobby Nichols, Myron Ottum and Glen Schultz (from Walwoth) but did 
not know that they were on Okinawa when he was, and he never saw any of them 

On Jan. 18, 1946 Adams left Okinawa on an AP run by the Merchant Marine. It had a 
top speed of eight knots (with the wind behind it) and 21 days later, Feb. 6, arrived in 
Seattle, Wash. En route he asked for and received KP duty and enjoyed the best food 
aboard all the way home. 

Just before landing in Seattle, he had a heavy pipe fall on him and had to have 
several stitches put in his scalp. Everyone else went home but the would not let Adams go 
until his wound healed. 

Corporal (T5) Chester Adams was discharged form the 543 AAA Battalion, Battery 
Cat Camp Grant on Feb. 15, 1946. He earned one overseas bar, one service stripe the 
American CAmpaign Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign medal with one battle star, the 
Good Conduct Medal, the Combat Infantryman Badge, and the WW II Victory Medal. 
 


